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Mission
Children’s Theatre 
Company creates 
extraordinary theatre 
experiences that 
educate, challenge, 
and inspire young 
people and their 
communities.

Vision
We unleash the power  
of curiosity, empathy,  
and imagination.

Values
Imagination
Excellence
Respect
Inclusion 
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Lillie Therieau, IPaintMyMind. ipaintmymind.org/blog/11-rock-solid-statistics-that-prove-how-vital-art-education-is-for-
kids-academic-social-achievement/

The Importance of the Arts

Students with access to arts education are:

Five times less likely to drop out of school.

Four times more likely to be recognized for academic 
achievement.

Three times more likely to be elected to class office.

Three times more likely to pursue a bachelor’s degree.

Thirty percent more likely to pursue a professional career.

Also:

Low-income students with access to arts education are 
twice as likely to graduate from college than their peers 
with no arts education.

When arts education is administered equitably, the gap 
between low-income and high-income students begins to 
close.

Students with access to arts education score higher on the 
SAT and on literacy, writing, and English proficiency skills.

Arts education makes students less likely to encounter 
disciplinary infractions.

Children’s Theatre Company is committed to supporting Minnesota students 
and families by providing educational programs that address the resource gap 
and support student achievement. CTC serves more than 200,000 students and 
families through its productions, classes, camps, and school partnerships. 



Dear Friends, 

We are honored to welcome Chicago’s Manual Cinema to the Twin Cities. Founded 
in 2010, Manual Cinema is an Emmy Award-winning performance collective, design 
studio, and film/video production company. Using vintage overhead projectors, 
multiple screens, puppets, actors, live feed cameras, multi-channel sound design, 
and a live music ensemble, Manual Cinema transforms the experience of attending 
the cinema and imbues it with liveness, ingenuity, and theatricality.  

I (Rick) first became familiar with Manual Cinema when I led About Face Theatre 
in Chicago. I distinctly remember the company bursting onto the theatrical scene 
in such a dynamic way because of their unique perspective on storytelling. In 
2022 they premiered Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible Monster at 
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Inspired by two books by author Mo 
Willems, this production uses hundreds of illustrated paper puppets, book pages, 
two-dimensional props, furry monster puppets, and songs to bring Mo’s books to 
life. Manual Cinema wanted to recreate the experience of holding one of Mo’s book 
pages, which are big, bold, colorful, and full of visual rhythm, with a playful use of 
scale. Like all Manual Cinema productions, you’re invited to watch the big screen 
like a traditional movie, or to watch the artists below as they create the story in real 
time. (There is no wrong way to watch the show!) 

At CTC we think the world is better with the arts. Our vision is to unleash the 
power of curiosity, empathy, and imagination. One way we achieve this vision is by 
introducing young people and their communities to new ways of storytelling and 
imaginative artists who are carving their own path. A recent study showed that if 
you visit a cultural institution as a kid, you’re twice as likely to engage with the arts 
as an adult.

Beyond our live performances, we offer an exciting roster of classes for those 
as young as 2 years old. Our classes for the very young help build motor skills, 
communication skills, independence, cooperation, and creativity. Classes that 
include singing, movement, and dance are interactive and life-changing. If you have 
a young person in your life, we encourage you to visit our website to see all the 
exciting classes we offer that develop life skills.  

Through the arts, we can help young people find their voices. In creating last 
season’s Babble Lab, longtime acting company member Autumn Ness said, “Kids 
have a lot to say. Truthful things. Insightful things. If they choose to find and own 
their voice, it will fill the hole in the world waiting for them.” 

Thank you for attending the theatre! 

A Message from Leadership 
Rick Dildine
Artistic Director

Jill A. Anderson
Managing Director

Rick Dildine Jill A. Anderson

Children’s Theatre Company (CTC) 
acknowledges that the theatre was 
established on land that the Wahpekute 
Tribe of the Dakota nation still calls home. 
Around the year 1600, the Wahpekute 
were a wandering people who landed in 
Mni Sota Makoce (Land Where the Waters 
Reflect the Clouds—and the people’s roots 
here remain strong). They are a part of 
the Dakota Seven Councils of Fire, which 
include the Mdewakanton (Dwellers by the 
Sacred Lake), Sisitonwan (People of the 
Marsh), Wahpetonwan (Dwellers Among 
the Leaves), Ihanktown (People of the 
End), Ihanktowana (People of the Little 
End), Tetonwan (People on the Plains), and 
Wahpekute (Shooters Among the Leaves). 

Today, Minnesota is a vibrant and diverse 
state with the history and influence of the 
Dakota people woven throughout. We 
honor and respect the many Indigenous 
People still connected to this land. We 
acknowledge that we have benefitted 
from systems that have hoarded power 
and marginalized Indigenous Nations, 
communities of color, the LGBTQIAP+ 
community, people with disabilities, 
women, children, and all who meet at  
the intersections.  

CTC acknowledges that we are now 
stewards of the land the Wahpekute 
People of the Dakota Nation were largely 
driven from. As storytellers, it is our 
duty to recognize that the narratives 
of this region have long been told from 
one dominant perspective without 
acknowledging those whose narratives 
began before. It is our responsibility to the 
Dakota Nation, our staff, our board, our 
audiences, and our artists to collectively 
honor their lives, amplify their voices, and 
reimagine our future. 

For our full Land Acknowledgment and 
Anti-Racism statement, please visit  
childrenstheatre.org/jedi.  
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Children’s Theatre Company’s  
Anti-Bias and Anti-Racism Statement

Children’s Theatre Company is committed to recognizing, addressing, and eliminating 
all forms of racism, ethnic oppression, and biases on our stages, in our staff, artists, 
audience, and on our board. We understand that bias can be unconscious or 
unintentional and that racism is the combination of social and institutional power plus 
racial prejudice. We acknowledge the historical legacy of exclusion and marginalization 
in theatre. We are committed to providing a just, equitable, diverse, inclusive, and 
accessible space for every member of our community.

CTC will work to:

• Take a proactive approach to eliminating biases and racism in our daily interactions.

• Restructure our systems to eliminate barriers to access that are visible and invisible.

• Engage in ongoing and intentional anti-bias and anti-racist learning to understand 
personal biases and privileges.

• Reflect the diversity of our community in the stories we tell on our stages.

• Transform our recruitment, hiring, and retention efforts.

We know that this work is ongoing and evolving. We look to our community and 
ourselves for accountability as we strive to be a theatre where everyone can bring their 
full authentic selves.

Anti-Bias and Anti Racism Statement | 07

 

February 4-March 9, 2025
childrenstheatre.org/Milo

On a crowded subway, 
Milo passes the time 
imagining the lives of 
the other passengers. 
Don’t miss this new 
musical, featuring 
dynamic songs ranging 
from hip hop and pop 
to country as Milo 
learns that real life can 
sometimes be even 
more incredible than an 
imaginary one! 

April 15-June 15, 2025
childrenstheatre.org/Frozen

Disney’s Frozen 
sweeps into Minnesota 
as Children’s Theatre 
Company premieres 
its original production 
of the hit Broadway 
musical. Join Elsa, 
Anna, and Olaf, a 
snowman who will 
melt your heart.  
You won’t want to  
let it go! 

©
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Discover More:
Leonardo! A Wonderful 
Show About a Terrible 
Monster

Theatre classes are a great way 
to activate your body, voice, and 

imagination throughout the cold months! 
Our popular classes fill up early, so check 

your calendar and register soon. 

childrenstheatre.org/classes

8 weeks, March 18-May 10
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Register by 
March 4!
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Things to Know:
The three monster bullies are loosely based on the bullies 
from Karate Kid (1984). The monster-bullies theme was 
inspired by the original soundtrack from the film. 

Lily Emerson does most of the character voices in the show: 
Narrator, Sam, Kerry, Frankenthaler, the Librarian, and 
Cynthia the monster. 

Lindsey Noel Whiting (who puppeteers Leonardo) is also a 
professional circus artist! 

Manual Cinema made a film adaptation of the two books 
first, which was sent to children while their schools were 
closed in 2021. 

The composers describe the musical genre as synth pop. 
The music in the show is influenced by Cartoon Network’s 
Adventure Time, Jon Brion’s film score for I Heart 
Huckabees, and Roland’s classic drum 
machines like the TR707! The 
Why I Am Crying songs were 
inspired by Radiohead’s 
"Creep". 

There are over 100 
individual sound 
effects that are 
manually cued 
throughout the show! 

Many of the sounds 
have surprising 
origins. For instance, 
the sound of a butterfly 
in the show is actually 
made from recordings 
of paper, and the spider 
is actually the sound of a 
squeaky wheel.

For ages, monsters have appeared in 
children's stories. They tap into our 

imagination and appear as memorable 
beings that often represent life lessons, 
and give us the opportunity to face and 

overcome our fears. 

Which monsters do you recognize on this 
page? What are some of your favorite 

storybook monsters?

1.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

2.

Monsters within  
the Pages

The Wild Things 
in Where the Wild 

Things Are, by 
Maurice Sendak

Bunnicula in the 
Bunnicula series, by 
James and Deborah 

Howe
Smaug in The 

Hobbit, by J.R.R. 
Tolkien

The Grinch 
 in How the  
Grinch Stole 

Christmas!, by  
Dr. Seuss

The Jabberwocky in 
Through the Looking-

Glass, by  
Lewis Carroll

The Gruffalo in  
The Gruffalo, by  
Julia Donaldson

Abiyoyo in Abiyoyo, by 
Pete Seeger, based on 
a South African lullaby 

and folk story
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Different 
Looks at 
Leonardo

Q&A with 
Mo Willems
Author of the books 
Leonardo, The Terrible 
Monster and Sam, The Most 
Scaredy-Cat Kid in the 
Whole World

Leonardo has appeared 
as a stuffed puppet, 
a paper puppet, an 
illustration, and more! Here 
are some of Leonardo’s looks!

1) When you were a child, did you believe there was a monster 
hiding under your bed or in your closet? 

I didn’t have a monster in my young life, but I did have an 
Invisible Boss who oversaw my work at the Invisible Invention 
Factory. The factory was located in my room, so the commute 
wasn’t too bad. 

2) What was your favorite children’s book when you were 
young? 

I am originally Dutch, so even growing up in the States, many of 
my kids’ books were from Holland. I loved the illustrations of a 
Dutch artist named Fiep Westendorp and really enjoyed a large 
book of silly rhymes called Songs and Verses from the Old Box.   

3) Do you have a favorite puppet?   

My first job in TV was writing for a puppet comedy show called 
Sesame Street, where I learned that puppets make even a 
mediocre script seem pretty funny. I am in awe of puppeteers’ 
endurance and entranced by how quickly kids relate directly to 
puppets; it’s as if the puppeteers disappear instantly! 



Before the Show

What Makes a Friend?Describe These Monsters

After the Show
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What do you think the following kinds of monsters would 
look like? Draw them below!

What sounds would each kind of 
monster make? 

SILLY   HUNGRY   HYPER   SLEEPY   CREATIVE

What food would each kind  
of monster eat?

What would each kind of 
monster do for fun?

What kind of monster would 
YOU be?

A friend does/is .  

A good friend does/is . 

A best friend does/is . 

Now that you’ve seen Leonardo, what 
are some other words to describe who 

Leonardo is? 

Based on this picture, how would you 
describe Leonardo?
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Questions for the  
Ride Home

What kind of a monster are you (terrible, hungry, silly, 
cuddly, sleepy, happy, proud, friendly, etc.)? 

What makes a good monster? What makes a good friend?  

What makes a terrible monster? What makes  
a terrible friend?  

What would it mean for Leonardo to be a good monster? 
What would it mean for Leonardo to be a good friend?

How are you a good friend? 

Who helps you get through things 
that might be scary?  

What kind of monster would help you 
with things that might be scary? 

 
What do you think are hidden 

strengths of the people you saw 
the show with? Can you guess 

what others might say about your 
strengths?

About Manual Cinema
Manual Cinema is an Emmy Award-winning performance collective, 
design studio, and film/video production company founded in 2010 
by Drew Dir, Sarah Fornace, Ben Kauffman, Julia Miller, and Kyle 
Vegter. Manual Cinema combines handmade shadow puppetry, 
cinematic techniques, and innovative sound and music to create 
immersive stories for stage and screen. 

Using vintage overhead projectors, multiple screens, puppets, 
actors, live feed cameras, multi-channel sound design, and a live 
music ensemble, Manual Cinema transforms the experience of 
attending the cinema and imbues it with liveness, ingenuity, and 
theatricality. The company was awarded an Emmy in 2017 for The 
Forger—a video created for The New York Times—and named 
Chicago Artists of the Year in 2018 by the Chicago Tribune. In 2020 
they were included in 50 of Chicago theatre “Rising Stars and 
Storefront Stalwarts” (Newcity). Their shadow puppet animations 
were featured in the 2021 film remake of Candyman, directed by Nia 
DaCosta and produced by Jordan Peele’s Monkeypaw Productions. 
In 2022 they premiered Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About 
a Terrible Monster—an adaptation of two books by celebrated 
children’s author Mo Willems—and a live adaptation of their 2020 
streaming hit A Christmas Carol. 

In 2023 Manual Cinema completed production on their first self 
produced short film, Future Feeling, and will be touring with folk 
rock band Iron & Wine in 2024 creating live visuals on stage.

1.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.

2.



This activity is made possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through a Minnesota State 
Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks 
to a legislative appropriation from the arts 
and cultural heritage fund. 

AUDIENCE SUPPORT STATION
Visit our Audience Access Desk 
where you can find fidgets, 
ear plugs, noise canceling 
headphones, assisted listening 
devices, basic necessities, and 
resources to help make the 
performance the most enjoyable 
experience possible! 

ACCESS SERVICES
Audio-described and ASL-
interpreted services are available 
for select performances. 

Sensory Friendly performance 
schedule, guidance, resources, 
and tools are available online at 
childrenstheatre.org/sensory.  

Wheelchair seating is available in 
both theatres. Balcony seating in 
the UnitedHealth Group Stage is 
not accessible by elevator. 

An Accessible/All-Gender 
restroom is located in the Red 
Lobby next to the elevator and in 
the MacMillan Family Lobby. 

Please call the Ticket Office  
at 612.874.0400 with any 
questions or requests related to 
access services.

PHOTOS AND VIDEO
Taking any photos or making any 
audio or video recording inside 
the theatre is strictly prohibited in 
accordance with union contracts 
and copyright laws. However, you 
are encouraged to take photos 
and selfies in the lobby! 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Please turn off all electronic 
devices (phones, tablets, 
smartwatches, etc.) before the 
show starts, as the light from your 
device can be distracting during a 
performance. Please do not turn 
on any device while the show 
is in progress. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGES
We are proud to offer a selection 
of snacks that are gluten-free, nut-
free, and vegan friendly. Please 
note that food must be consumed 
in the lobby. Only beverages in 
covered containers are allowed in 
the theatre. For your convenience, 
drinking fountains are located in 
the lobby.

CAREFUL, IT’S DARK
If you need to leave your seat 
during the performance, please 
allow an usher with a flashlight 
to assist you. When exiting or 
entering the theatre during a 
show, let the first set of doors 
close completely before opening 
the second set. 

IF YOU’RE LATE, PLEASE WAIT
For personal safety and as a 
courtesy to those already seated, 
latecomers will be seated after a 
designated “hold period.” 

NEED A QUIET SPACE? 
Should your child need a change 
of environment, we invite you 
to enjoy a live feed of the 
performance from the lobby.

PRAYER/PRIVATE  
NURSING SPACE
Please ask a member of our 
staff to use our private space for 
nursing a child, prayer, or  
other needs.  
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Managing Director
Jill A. Anderson

Artistic Director
Rick Dildine

Director | Sarah Fornace  
Adaptation | Manual Cinema 

Music, Lyrics & Sound Design | Ben Kauffman and Kyle Vegter 
Storyboards and 2D Puppet Design | Drew Dir  

Hand and Rod Puppet Design | Lizi Breit 
Devised by | Drew Dir, Sarah Forance and Julia Miller, with  

Leah Casey, Lily Emerson, and Lindsey Noel Whiting 
Costume & Wig Design | Mieka Van der Ploeg  l

Lighting Design | Trey Brazeal with Nick Chamernik  
Dramaturg | Megan Alrutz  

Stage Manager, Live Video, Sound and Light Cueing | Maydi Díaz 

Narrator, Character Voices, Musician | Lily Emerson 
Leonardo, Voice and Puppeteer | Kevin Michael 
Wesson (Performing Jan. 8-Feb. 9) and Lindsey 

Noel Whiting (Performing Feb. 12-Mar. 9)
Sam, Puppeteer | Karly Gesine Bergmann

Kerry, Puppeteer  | Leah Casey

Creative Team & Production Staff

Cast

Cameras and video recorders may not be operated during the performance.  

Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible Monster has a run time of 45 minutes with no intermission.  

Special thanks to David Kilpatrick, Chicago Children’s Theatre, and Laura Colby. 

Created by Manual Cinema
Inspired by the books Leonardo, The Terrible Monster and Sam, The Most 

Scaredy-Cat Kid in the Whole World by Mo Willems
Images by Manual Cinema, Characters © Mo Willems

Commissioned by The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts with 
additional commissioning support from Utah Presents

Directed by Sarah Fornace
Adaptation by Sarah Fornace and Drew Dir

Music and Lyrics by Ben Kauffman and Kyle Vegter 

l Denotes a member of the United Scenic Artists, Local 829 

Proudly supported by

James B. Linsmayer 
Foundation
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Artistic Director 
Rick Dildine is a director and producer.  
Previously, Dildine was artistic director 
of the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, 
one of the largest Shakespeare festivals 
in the country, artistic director of the St. 
Louis Shakespeare Festival, president of 
Shakespeare & Company, and managing 
director of About Face Theatre. Rick is a 
graduate of Brown University and 
member of the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Society.  

Managing Director 
Jill A. Anderson oversees CTC’s 
administrative operations, including 
finance, fundraising, marketing, and 
education. Previously, she was managing 
director at Syracuse Stage (NY), general 
manager of the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center (CT), and spent years at Arena 
Stage (DC), and stage managing nationally.  
Originally from Marshfield, Wis., Anderson 
is delighted to return to CTC.

Meet the Creative Team

Director, Co-Artistic Director of  
Manual Cinema 
Sarah Fornace is a founding co-artistic 
director of Manual Cinema. She has worked 
as a director, performer, choreographer, 
writer, and story artist on numerous 
theatre, immersive, museum, and film 
projects for Manual Cinema. Her shows 
with Manual Cinema have toured to every 
continent except Antarctica. She won an 
Emmy with Manual Cinema for her work on 
The Forger with The New York Times. 

Deviser, Co-Artistic Director of  
Manual Cinema 
Julia Miller is a director, puppeteer, 
puppet designer, and co-artistic director 
of Manual Cinema. With Manual Cinema 
she has directed Mementos Mori and The 
End of TV as well as created original roles 
in Frankenstein (The Creature/Elizabeth), 
Ada/Ava (Ada), Lula del Ray (Lula’s 
Mother), The Magic City (Helen), Hansel 
und Gretel (Hansel), and Leonardo! (Sam). 
She spent several years training in devised 
theatre, clown, and mask with Double Edge 
Theatre, Carlos García Estevez and at the 
Accademia dell’Arte in Arezzo, Italy.

Music, Lyrics & Sound Design 
Ben Kauffman is a Chicago-based 
composer, director, interactive media 
artist and co-artistic director of Manual 
Cinema. His film and interactive work has 
been shown at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion 
(Chicago), the Peggy Notebaert Nature 
Museum (Chicago), the University of 
Wisconsin and CUNY’s Baruch College 
(NYC). He holds a master’s degree 
from New York University’s Interactive 
Telecommunications Program (ITP). 

Music, Lyrics & Sound Design  
Kyle Vegter is a composer, producer, sound 
designer, and managing artistic director of 
Manual Cinema. As a composer of concert 
music he’s been commissioned by such 
groups as Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 
MusicNOW series, Pacific Northwest Ballet, 
and TIGUE. His music and sound design 
for theatre and film has been performed 
worldwide and commissioned by The New 
York Times, The Art Institute of Chicago, 
and others. He co-founded Chicago’s only 
contemporary classical music cassette label 
Parlour Tapes+.

2D Puppet Design 
Drew Dir is a writer, director, and puppet 
designer. Previously, he served as the 
resident dramaturg of Court Theatre and a 
lecturer in theatre and performance studies 
at the University of Chicago. He holds a 
master’s degree in Text and Performance 
Studies from King’s College London and 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

Hand & Rod Puppet Design 
Lizi Breit is a Chicago-based artist. She 
has been performing and designing with 
Manual Cinema since 2011.

Costume & Wig Design 
Mieka Van der Ploeg’s theatre credits 
include designs with Goodman 
Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare Theatre, 
Steppenwolf, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, 
Writers Theatre, Lyric Opera Unlimited, 
Lookingglass Theatre, Paramount Theatre, 
Second City, Redmoon, Chicago Children’s 
Theatre, among others. She won a non-
Equity Jeff award in 2020 for First Love 
is the Revolution, at Steep Theatre. She is 
proud to be a member of USA829. 
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Lighting Design 
Trey Brazeal is happy to be working 
with Manual Cinema on Leonardo! and 
thanks Drew and Sarah for this wonderful 
opportunity! Some of his credits include: 
The Illusion, Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Nighttime, Sweat, and Guys and Dolls 
(Illinois State University); This Wide Night 
(Shattered Globe Theatre and Interrobang 
Theatre Project); Little Shop of Horrors 
(Metropolis Performing Arts Center).

Assistant Lighting Design
Nick Chamernik is a Chicago-based 
lighting designer, production electrician, 
and theatre technician, and is thrilled to 
be working with Manual Cinema on their 
incredible production of Leonardo! He has 
also worked with Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, Porchlight Music Theatre, Apollo 
Theater Chicago, The Marriott Theatre, and 
the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago.

Dramaturg 
Megan Alrutz is an artist, educator, and 
scholar with over 20 years of experience 
in theatre, media, and interdisciplinary 
performance for youth and families. Megan 
is a long-time collaborator of author/
illustrator Mo Willems, working as producer, 
dramaturg, and/or director on his musicals, 
interactive engagements, and other live 
and televised performance work. She is 
professor and associate chair of Theatre 
and Dance at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

Stage Manager, Live Video, Sound and 
Light Cueing 
Maydi Díaz is a Chicago-based stage 
and tour manager with a B.A. in Arts 
Management and M.A. in Theatre 
Production. Her credits include work with 
UrbanTheater, Water People, Aguijón 
Theater, La Vuelta Ensemble, and Manual 
Cinema. Offstage, she enjoys folk dancing 
and calligraphy in coffee shops.  

Author/Illustrator 
Mo Willems is an author, illustrator, 
animator, playwright, and the inaugural 
Kennedy Center Education Artist-in-
Residence, where he collaborates in 
creating fun new stuff involving classical 
music, opera, comedy concerts, dance, 
painting, and digital works with the 
National Symphony Orchestra, Ben Folds, 
Yo-Yo Ma, and others.   

Willems is best known for his #1 New York 
Times bestselling picture books, which 
have been awarded three Caldecott 
Honors (Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus!, Knuffle Bunny, Knuffle Bunny Too), 
two Theodor Geisel Medals, and five 
Geisel Honors (The Elephant & Piggie 
series).  

Mo’s art has been exhibited around the 
world, including major solo retrospectives 
at the High Museum (Atlanta) and the 
New-York Historical Society (NYC). Over 
the last decade, Willems has become the 
most produced playwright of Theater 
for Young Audiences in America, having 
written or co-written four musicals based 
on his books.  

He began his career as a writer and 
animator on PBS’ Sesame Street, where 
he garnered six Emmy Awards (writing). 
Other television work includes two 
series on Cartoon Network: Sheep in the 
Big City (creator and head writer) and 
Codename: Kids Next Door (head writer). 
Mo is creating new TV projects for 
HBOMax, where his live action comedy 
special Don’t Let the Pigeon Do Storytime! 
currently streams.  

His papers reside at Yale University’s 
Beinecke Library. 
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Meet the Cast

Narrator, Character Voices, Musician 
Lily Emerson is the co-creator of 
Adventure Sandwich, a family-friendly 
performance group. In addition to 
Manual Cinema, she has had the honor of 
working with many esteemed companies 
and organizations, including Chicago 
Children’s Theatre, Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Mucca Pazza, Hearts to Art, 
Opera-Matic, and many others. 

Leonardo, Voice and Puppeteer   
Kevin Michael Wesson is a Chicago-
based puppeteer and playwright. 
Originally from Tampa, Fla., he holds a 
B.A. in Theatre Arts from the University 
of South Florida. Recent credits include 
Steppenwolf and Rough House Theater. 
He is also an ensemble member 
with Stop Motion Plant and Theater 
Unspeakable. 

Leonardo, Voice and Puppeteer  
Lindsey Noel Whiting is a Chicago-
based performer and teaching artist. Her 
theatrical credits include Lookingglass 
Alice, Mr. & Mrs. Pennyworth, and The 
Great Fire at Lookingglass Theatre; 
The Snow Queen at Victory Gardens; 
and The Year I Didn’t Go to School with 
Chicago Children’s Theatre. She has 
also appeared in numerous shows with 
Redmoon Theatre. Additionally, Lindsey 
is an associate artist with The Actor’s 
Gymnasiums where she has performed in 
over ten original circus productions.  

Sam, Puppeteer  
Karly Gesine Bergmann is a Minneapolis-
based maker and performer whose work 
has been seen on stages in Chicago, 
Los Angeles, and across Italy. She is 
an alumna of The Theatre School at 
DePaul University, The National Puppetry 
Conference, and Teatro Gioco Vita’s 
International Shadow Laboratory. Her 
work has received support from The 
Claire Rosen & Samuel Edes Prize for 
Emerging Artists and has received 
various awards. She firmly believes that 
silliness is sacred.  

Kerry, Puppeteer  
Leah Casey is a Chicago-based actress, 
dancer, and writer. When not on stage, 
she can be found lending her voice to all 
manner of audiobooks, or with the cast 
of Project STELLAR, a science fiction 
podcast about a group of crazy kids  
who have close encounters of the 
awesome kind.

CTC: What does your job involve? 

CTC: What is your favorite thing about your job? 

CTC: What do you love most about CTC?  

CTC: How can someone prepare for a career like yours? 

Johanna Gorman-Baer: I am a resident teaching artist here in our Education 
department at CTC.

J G-B: I teach classes onsite in our Theatre Arts Training program, and 
have also taught offsite at different schools, community events, day cares, 
libraries, and more! I also coordinate our early childhood residencies in 
schools and daycare sites around the Twin Cities, and schedule other off-
site workshops. I work with all of our amazing teaching artists to support 
their classes and make sure everyone has what they need.  

J G-B: My favorite thing about being a resident teaching artist is that 
I get to be creative and do different things each day. I get to come up 
with fun new crafts and games that connect with our plays onstage; talk 
with teachers and educators about how we can support students as a 
community; and I get to try new ideas, stories, and games in class and 
watch my students make connections and grow as young artists! 

J G-B: One thing that still amazes me about CTC is that even though we 
do so much and have so many different people working here, everyone is 
working together towards the same goal, which is to provide an amazing 
experience for all of the families and students in our audiences, classes, and 
community. Performers, educators, artisans, craftspeople, and ushers are 
experts in how to make this theatre run smoothly… there’s a lot that goes 
on behind the scenes. As a theatre, we have people doing so many different 
things and bringing so many incredible talents to the table, and it all comes 
together to create magic.  

J G-B: Be open to trying new things, and listen to the people who know 
you best. I didn’t know this kind of career existed until one of my theatre 
teachers told me they thought I would be a good fit, and suggested I apply 
for a job here. I didn’t know I would love teaching this much, until I was 
encouraged to give it a try! As a kid I had all kinds of ideas about what I 
was going to be when I grew up, and every time it was someone in my life 
who cared about me, that steered me towards the choices that eventually 
worked out. 

CTC: What is your role at CTC?

Johanna Gorman-Baer
Resident Teaching Artist

Staff Spotlight:
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As a nonprofit organization, CTC relies on your generosity to create extraordinary theatre 
experiences that educate, challenge, and inspire young people and their communities. 
We gratefully recognize the following donors and our entire donor community, who make 
everything we do possible.  

The following gifts were made to the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023 and ending  
June 30, 2024. 

Leader
Ruth and John Bergerson 
Beverly Grossman l  
Halloran Family Foundation
Matt and Maria Hemsley ◊ 
Bill and Jane Johnson, Noreen  
  Charitable Trust ◊  
Louise Leatherdale
Susan and Scot Milchman
Gail Munsell
Gordon H. Ritz, Jr./Larsen  
  Fund   
Daniel and Sarah Schumacher l 
Bonnie Scott  
David and Greta 
  Van Benschotenl  

Luminary Circle

Individual and Family Foundation Gifts 

Director
Stefanie Adams ◊   
Kelly and John Baker ◊   
Edward R. Bazinet  
  Charitable Foundation l  
Michael J. Blum and Abigail 
  Rose ◊  
Kwadwo Boadi-Aboagye ◊  
Morgan Burns ◊  
Joe Carroll and Caroline 
  Ullom ◊  
Michael and Ann Ciresi l 
Charles H. Clay Family CLAT Trust
Scott and Tracy Cummings ◊  
Mary Anne Ebert and Paul 
  Stembler 
Meredith and Jacob Englund ◊  
Fleetwood Foundation l 
Jean Freeman ◊  
Ron Frey and Steve Thompson ◊  
James and Kathryn Ganley l 
John Geelan and Megan Feeney ◊  
Laura and Jon Gilmore   
Conor Green and Quannah  
  Parker-McGowan ◊  
Lili Hall ◊  
Hoyt and Zhen Zhen Hsiao ◊  
Dominic and Cassie Iannazzo ◊  
Chad M. and Rafina Y. Larsen/ 
  Larsen Fund ◊  
Ralf and Mary Loeffelholz ◊  
Trisha L. and Steven London ◊  
Wendy Mahling ◊  
Martinsen Family Fund of  
  The Minneapolis Foundation
Kelly and Jon Miller ◊  
Sonny and Amy Miller ◊  
George Montague and Nan 
  Dreher l  
Nnamdi and Karla Njoku ◊  
Todd Noteboom and Nancy 
  Brasel ◊  
Melissa and Matt Ostrom ◊  

Patron 
Anonymous (2)   
Theresa Bevilacqua and  
  Delbert Vanderheiden   
Barbara Burwell l
Betsy and Derek Chin   
Ralph and Jodi Chu l   
Gregg and Beth Cummings  
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund of  
  The Minneapolis Foundation  
Nathan Dungan and Susan Hawks  
Ben and Deanna Eklo ◊  
Shannon Evenstad   
Michele and Joe Fitzpatrick  
Isa Loundon Flaherty l   
Berna French   
Robert and Sharla A. Frenzel l   
Betsy Frost and Charlie 
  Anderson ◊  
Ryan Hanson and Matthew Trettel  
Richard and Carrie Higgins l   
Andy and Melissa Ho ◊  
Sam Hsu and Sally Cheng l  
Paul Johnson and  
  Jennifer Goodman Johnson  
Lindsay J. Kruh   
Bill and Katie Miller   
David and Leni Moore  
  Family Foundation   
Marilyn Carlson Nelson   
Donald and Katie Porter ◊  
Patrick G. and Ann B. Ryan l  
Craig Samitt and Steve Hart l  
Tara Sutton and Gary Wilsonl   
Tanya M. Taylor ◊  
Denny and Karen Vaughn  
Douglas and Patricia Vayda l  
Kimberly Waldriff   
Luke and Courtney Wippler  
WMN Foundation   
Margaret Wurtele

Artist 
Lynn Abbott l   
Suzanne Ammerman   
Barbara C. and  
  Van O. Anderson l  
Richard and Susan Anderson
Martha and Bruce Atwater Fund of  
  Prospect Creek Foundation 
Marissa and Robb Bader  

Kay and Rick Bendel l 
The Bendel-Stenzel Family ◊ 
Karen Bohn and Gary Surdel l
The Chosy Family l
Heather Cox   
Jeff and Ann Davidmanl  
Fran Davis l
Scott Dayton l
Joseph and Lois Duffy   
Meghan and James Dunbar 
Gloria Ann Evans   
Lisa and William Finley   
Kathleen Flynn Peterson and  
  Steve Peterson l  
Matt and Liz Furman l
Judge Isabel Gomez l 
Dan and Megan Goodrich  
Jim Hale l
The Head Family Foundation l  
Sandy and John Hey l
Scott and Julie Kammer  
Joe and Anne Keeley l 
Charlie and Emily Kelley  
Louis and Carrie Lambert  
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier 
Fern D. Letnes  
John and Nancy Lindahl  
Diane Lindquist and Jeff Huggett 
Anne Lockner Bernat and  
  Brian Bernat ◊  
Audrey and Jim Lucas  
Tom and Shannon Matson l
Jennifer Melin Miller and David 
  Miller
Jeb and Kitsy Morrison  
Jeb and Charlene Myers ◊  
Franklin L. Noel l  
Jonathan Nygren and  
  Anna Horning Nygren   
Michael and Heather Olivier 
John Owens and Pat Strong 
Doug Parish and Jean Strohm 
  Parish l
Kay Phillips and Jill Mortensen  
  Fund of The Minneapolis 
  Foundation  
Jody and Octavio Portu, Jr. l  
Melissa Raphan and Tom Rock l  
Jeff and Susie Rissman  
Margot L. Ritz/Larsen Fund 
Andrew and Lisa Robertson
John Rodriguez  
Frank and Betsy Russomanno l 
Jennifer and Adam Schmitt 
Hillery Shay ◊  
Dr. James and Joanne Smith 
Scott and Nancy Spiker l  
Dr. Anne Stavney ◊  
Jay and Shelley Strohmaier 
Meredith and Sam Tutterow l 
Adebisi and Joffrey Wilson ◊
Thomas and Julianne Youngren
Gary Zywotko
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Angela Pennington and  
  W. Anders Folk ◊  
Silvia Perez and Marcelo Valdes ◊  
Allison and Josh Peterson l 
Maria and David Reamer ◊  
Chris Schermer ◊  
Wendy C. Skjerven l  
John L. Sullivan Fund of  
  The Minneapolis Foundation l
Women’s Foundation of Minnesota
Yoshikawa Family ◊

Community Circle
Headliner 
Anonymous (3)  
Marty Allen  
Kim Becquer  
Diane Blaschko  
Amanda and Michael Brinkman l  
Marc and Lori Burkhart  
Adrian and Cynthia Chiu 
Jesseca and Michael Cockson
Nick Cohen   
David Crosby l  
Eleanor Crosby  
Sue and David Cummings 
The Charles and Kathryn  
  Cunningham Family Foundation 
Andy and Kim Dahl  
Barb Davis   
Steven J. Dayton  
Jean M. Dehning  
Ben Diederick and Amanda   
  Renneke
Tami Diehm ◊  
The Dixit Family ◊ 
Adam and Kenna Dooley
Tess Erickson and Mike Meyer
Leeann and Jeffrey Ettinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Feeney 
Ryan and Jenny French
Karol Gilman and Jamie
  Hofberger
Jeffery and Cristina Gleason
Kate and Kerry Hage  
John and Renee Hallberg l
Carla and Corey Haugen 
Jeff and Gabe Haydock  
Lauren and Ben Hertz  
Jon and Emily Hjelm  
Seena Hodges-Akyea and  
  Ansa Akyea  
Richard and Kathleen Jackson l  
Jeremy Jacobs and Kate Buzicky
Bruce and Jean Johnson 
Lindsay and Nick Johnson
Vint Johnson and  
  Audrey Gaard Johnson 
Jane and Bert Kasiske  
Gloria and Ivars Kauls  
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis l  
Justin Kirk
Ardella and Ronald Lagerquist
Elizabeth Lapetina  
Caroline and James Loken l  
Kunal and Emmanuelle Mehta ◊ 
Emily and Will Nicoll  
Vance and Darin Opperman 
JoAnne Pastel l
Tim and Melissa Pennington 
Ronald and Kathryn Peterson 
Christine and Ben Phelps 
James and Stephanie Pierce 
Jamie and Mike Proman 
Keith and Jody Radtke  
Kenneth J. and Betsy Roering l
Rebecca and Mark Roloff l
Jack and Marilyn Rossmann 
Sandra and Paul Rosso  
Debra Swanson Schipper 
Phil and Suzy Simon  
Julie and Nick Smith  
Ben and Joanna Stacke  
Laura and Matt Tanner  
Marlo and William Turcotte 
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Leader 
Frank and Barb Abramson
Brett and Stephanie Anderson 
Gregory C. and Penny J. 
  Anderson 
Greg and Ann Anklam  
Suneel Arora and Joan Morse 
Karen O. Bachman  
Karyn Bahls  
Keela Bakken  
Susan Barkley Piehowski and  
  Justin Piehowski  
James and Mary Bassett 
Kassie and Jeff Beck  
Cathy Bendel and Joe Nuñez 
Marcy and Randy Betcher 
Sharon Bigot
Kathy Blatz
David and Cynthia Blomberg 
Anna Boroff and Brett Weiss
Michael Boykins  
Karen Brasel  
Carol and Dick Brozic  
Dr. Colleen Cooper and  
  Mr. Richard Ihrig l  
Deborah Copperud and  
  Jeremy Dawe  
Thomas E. Davis and Steve Boyle 
Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton l  
Peter and Lisa Diessner ◊ 
Suzanne Donkers  
Katie Dorn   
Mary Dunnavan  
M. Vaughn Emerson and Katie 
  Haag
Beverly Geyer 
Virginia Gliedman  
Martha Goldberg Aronson and  
  Daniel Aronson  
Rochelle Gunn and James Mayer 
Kristie and Blake Hampton 
Chris Harrington  
Rebecca Harris  
Jeffrey Hatcher and Lisa 
  Stevens l 
William Hession and Jane 
  Anderson 
Bobby and Natalie Hunter 
Mark and Jeanne Innerbichler l 
Michael and Danielle Jastrow 
Catherine Jennings  
Jen Jensen   
Claire and Barney Johnson 
Sarah and Josh Johnson 
Terry Jones   
Grant Jonsson  
Darci and Peter Kaul  
Steve King and Susan Boren 
  King 
Mrs. E. Robert Kinney
Kaniah and Richard 
  Konkoly-Thege 
David and Anita Kordonowy 
Mary Greer Kramer  
Ellie Krug ◊  
Ruth Ladwig  
Greg and Darla Landmark 
Katie and Charlie Lawler 
Anne and Charles Leck  

Cole and Sara Turnbow  
Paula J. Vesely  
Jeff and Janet von Gillern l 
Jennie and Dan Weber  
Stewart and Chris Widdess

Key

◊  Member of CTC Board of
    Directors 
l  Former member of CTC Board  
    of Directors

Janice Linneman  
Gaby and Joe Long  
Richard Long  
Bill Lurton   
Alison MacArthur  
Chris Maier   
Mel Marvin   
Julie Meirowitz  
Kathy Millerhaller  
Kimberly and David Motes 
Katherine B. Murphy l  
Katie Nelsen  
Dirk and Laura Nelson  
Julia and Tom Nicholas  
Meredith and Tom Olson 
Molly and Nate Podratz  
Nii-Ayite Quaye  
Margaret Rawson  
Thomas D. and Nancy J. Rohde 
Peggy and Bill Roush l  
Ted and Kathy Saltzman 
Paul Schumann 
Jonathan and Marcee Schwartz
John Siffert   
Paulie Skaja  
Matt Sklar and Kim Loria 
Hilary Smedsrud  
Ken and Sally Spence l
Kris Stenson 
Keiko Sugisaka  
Amy Wagner  
Frank and Frances Wilkinson 
Zoe Wisnoski  
Amanda Wobbema and  
  Timothy Dunn  
Shay and Brenda Wyley
Hannah Yankelevich l 
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Estate gifts are critical to ensuring CTC’s future in our community and our continuing leadership 
in the field of multigenerational theatre. CTC gratefully recognizes the following members of the 
Encore Circle, whose gifts serve as an enduring legacy of their generosity, vision, and belief in 
the transformative power of the arts.   
  

Encore Circle Donors 

Marty Allen   
The Estate of Pauline M. Altermatt  
Ann Barkelew l  
The Estate of Helen Barton, M.D.
Kay and Rick Bendel l  
The Bendel-Stenzel Family ◊ 
Mollie and Wayne Brunetti l 
Carol E. Cook   
Meredyth Anne Dasburg Foundation l
Mary Anne Ebert and Paul Stembler 
Rajiv Garg and Sangeeta Jain l 
Beverly Grossman l 
Alfred Harrison and  
  Ingrid Lenz Harrison   
Sandy and John Hey l
Barbara and James Jeffers  

Gloria and Ivars Kauls   
Joe and Anne Keeley l 
Liz and Jim Krezowski l  
Lindsay J. Kruh   
The Estate of Ilona Lazar l 
Jo Ann and Jerome Noack  
The Estate of Joyce R. Nordstrom  
Martha and Greg Pomerantz l 
Frank and Betsy Russomanno l  
Deb Sakry Lande   
The Estate of Ellen M. Saul 
Bonnie Scott   
The Estate of Topsy Simonson l  
Glenda and Richard Struthers l 
John L. Sullivan l
Denny and Karen Vaughn

Key

◊ Member of CTC Board of
   Directors 
l Former member of CTC Board  
   of Directors

Since our founding nearly 60 years ago, CTC has counted planned
and deferred gifts as a critical aspect of our financial support. Your
commitment ensures CTC’s future in our community and our
continued leadership in multigenerational theatre, securing our
ability to continue serving young people for generations to come.  

For more information on establishing a legacy gift and joining fellow
theatre visionaries as a member of the Encore Circle, please contact
Vera Jane Lee, Associate Director of Development, Individual Giving,
at 612.872.5195 or visit childrenstheatre.org/plannedgiving. 

Join the Encore CircleJoin the Encore Circle
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Our institutional giving partners provide annual support for Children’s Theatre Company’s 
productions and programs, including new play development, community engagement, 
and arts education. Corporate, foundation, and government supporters enjoy a special 
relationship with CTC, and we are proud to recognize them. The following annual and  
multi-year gifts were made to the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023 and ending  
June 30, 2024.  

$100,000 and Above

$50,000 to $99,999

Corporate, Foundation, and Government Gifts 

$25,000 to $49,999

Hugh J. Andersen 
Foundation

WEM 2000 
Foundation

John W. Kurtich  
Foundation for  

Study and Research

The Harold and 
Mimi Steinberg 
Charitable Trust

$10,000 to $24,999

Accenture 
BeEvents 
Boss Foundation 
C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc. 
Deloitte LLP 
Engelsma Family Foundation 
Ernst & Young LLP 
James B. Linsmayer Foundation 
M.A. Mortenson Company 
Piper Sandler Companies
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Sheltering Arms Foundation
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg  
  Charitable Trust 
Stinson LLP 
Thrivent Financial 
 

$5,000 to $9,999

Fred C. and Katherine B.  
  Andersen Foundation 
Jones Day  
Kraus-Anderson Companies, Inc 
McKinsey & Company
Peregrine Capital Management
Polaris 
The Elizabeth C. Quinlan  
  Foundation  
RBC Wealth Management 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
Sit Investment Associates 
   Foundation 
Tennant Company Foundation
Thomson Reuters  

$2,500 to $4,999

Dellwood Foundation 
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk  
  Management Services, Inc. 
Merrill Lynch  
Prairie Pixel Co 
Young Joni

This activity is made possible by 
the voters of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts Board 
Operating Support grant, thanks to 
a legislative appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heritage fund. 



WE CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU!  Please reach out 
to begin your customized admission experience:
www.spa.edu/admission or 651-696-1332

Shaping the minds and the hearts  
of the people who will change the world

Learn more at bellmuseum.umn.edu

New Exhibit
On view January 25 – June 8
Monarchs and Milkweed: A Story of Survival takes you on a journey into the world 
of butterflies and plants, introducing the complex relationship between monarchs 
and milkweed. Explore how the survival of these two species has been shaped 
over time by one another, as you travel through the seasons of a calendar year.
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President, Traci Leffner 
& VP, John LaSalle

(651) 905-5540
sovran.com

Managed IT Services       IT Consulting

Official IT Partner of
Children’s Theatre Company

Corporate Events - Weddings - Galas - Parties

www.twincitiesphotobooth.com
612-888-5677



Artistic Director | Rick Dildine 
Managing Director | Jill A. Anderson 
Executive Assistant | Jen Johnsen

Associate Artistic Director/Director of Community 
Partnerships and Inclusion |   
  Michael Winn
The Acting Company | Gerald Drake, Dean Holt, 

Autumn Ness, Janely Rodriguez, Reed Sigmund
Performing Apprentices | Davon Cochran,  
  Tyler Susan Jennings
Generation Now Fellow | Antonio De La Vega
Music Director | Victor Zupanc
Casting Director | Alli St. John
Artists Under Commission |  
  Christian Albright, Christian Magby, and Terry  
  Guest (Co-Commissioned with Chicago Children’s  
  Theatre and The Rose Theatre); Greg Banks; Michi  
  Barall (Co-Commissioned with Ma-Yi Theater  
  Company); Lloyd Suh and Diana Oh (Co- 
  Commissioned with Ma Yi Theater Company);  
  Ifa Bayeza (Co-Commissioned with Penumbra  
  Theatre); Evelina Fernández, Sal Lopez,  
  Geoffrey Rivas, Lucy Rodriguez,  
  José Luis Valenzuela (Co-Commissioned with  
  Latino Theater Co. at The LATC); Gabriel Rivas  
  Gomez (Co-Commissioned with Latino Theater  
  Co. at The LATC); Kalani Queypo  
  and Chadwick Johnson (Co-Commissioned  
  with Native Voices); Dustin Tahmahkera (Co- 
  Commissioned with Native Voices)

Director of Education | Ann Joseph-Douglas  
Theatre Arts Training Education Manager | 

Amanda Espinoza 
School Engagement Coordinator | 

Claire Bancroft Loos
Resident Teaching Artists |  
  Johanna Gorman-Baer, Kiko Laureano
Education Administrative Associate | Carson Uthe
Neighborhood Bridges Founder | Jack Zipes 
Theatre Arts Training Teaching Artists | 

Nathan Aastuen, Dakota Andersen, Hannah Bakke, 
Claire Chenoweth, Zach Christensen, Maggie 
Cramer, Laura Delventhal, Dominic Delong-
Rogers, Gaberielle Dominique, Alex Hagen, Chris 
Harney, Elizabeth Hino, Jackie Hofmeister, Wesley 
Hortenbach, Megan Kelly Hubbell, Leah Jensen, 
Linda Talcott Lee, Natavia Lewis, Ben Lohrberg, 
Xan Mattek, Terese Mock, Jack Moorman, Jeffery 
Nolan, Hawken Paul, Marley Ritchie, Sophina 
Saggau, Sara Sawyer, Jesse Schmitz-Boyd, Jen 
Scott, Eli Sibley, Colleen Somerville, Kiera Stegall, 
Mason Tyer, Willis Weinstein, Erin Willis, Bailey 
Wilson 

Director of Production | Ellen Baker  
Associate Production Manager/ 
  Company Manager | Kyia Britts
Production Management Fellow | Yuheng Jiang
Production Stage Manager | Jenny R. Friend 
Stage Managers | Taylor Engel, Janae Lorick,    
  Z Makila, Shelby Reddig, Kenji Shoemaker, 
  Nate Stanger
Stage Management Fellow | Elijah Virgil Hughes
UHG Head Stage Carpenter | Charles Fillmore
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Head Stage Carpenter | David Pisa  
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Run Crew Swing | Eric Lucas
Technical Director | Adriane L. Heflin 
Assistant Technical Director | Kelly Pursley 
Head Carpenter | Bradley Holmes
Carpenters/Welders | Matt Arcand,  
  Steve Kath, Kris Paulson
Charge Artist | Mary Novodvorsky
Scenic Artist | Lizzie Tredinnick
Scenic Artist Intern | Madison Bunnell
Costume Director | Amy Kitzhaber
Costume Assistant | Lucie Biros
Cutter/Draper | Daylee Reichenbach 
First Hand | Carol Lane
Crafts Artisan | Celia Kasberg
Painter/Dyer/Crafts Artisan | Michele Lanci
Head of Wigs, Hair and Make-Up |  
  Andrea Moriarity

Artistic

Production

Education
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UnitedHealth Group Stage Wardrobe  
  Supervisor | Andi Soehren
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Head Wardrobe | Emily Jannusch 
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Wardrobe Swing | Julia Kugler
Props Director | Sue Brockman 
Props Artisans | Katie Albright,  
  Christopher Engstrom, Amy J. Reddy
Lighting & Video Director | Matthew T. Gross
Head Electrician | David A. Horn 
Staff Electrician | Carl Schoenborn 
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Electricians | Dante Benjegerdes, Paul 
Epton, Andy Glischinski, Kristy Haupt, Jack Hinz, 
Tom Mays, Olivia Nyman, David Riisager, Andrew 
Saboe, Ellie Simonett

Light Board Programmer | Jeremy Ellarby
Light Board Operator | Andrew Saboe
Sound Director | Reid Reisa 
Head Sound Engineer/UnitedHealth Group  
  Stage Sound Board Operator | Rick Berger
Cargill Stage Sound Board Operator | 
  Sean Healey 
Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible 

Monster Sound Crew | Nathaniel Glewwe,  
Sean Healey

ACT One
Associate Artistic Director/Director of Community  
  Partnerships and Inclusion | Michael Winn
Artistic and Equity Coordinator | April Crowley
ASL Interpreters | Cheryl Fielitz, Jules Lehto
Audio Describers | Elana Center, Connie Fullmer,  
  Laurie Pape Hadley, Laura Wiebers

Chief Operating Officer | Ryan French
Facilities Operations Manager | Aaron Novodvorsky
Day Porter | Alex Itzep 
Security and Operations Supervisor  | Adam 

Scarpello 
Safety and Security Team Lead | Jori Walton
Safety and Security Associates | Em Engler,  
  Aster Kander, Zoe Walczyk

Finance
Director of Finance | Jill Jensen 
Payroll and Benefits Administrator | Anna Wienke
Accounting Associate | Sara Klaphake

Human Resources
Director of Human Resources | Andrew Robertson

Plays for New Audiences
Director of Plays for New Audiences | Karli Twedten

Administrative Operations

Director of Development | Katie Nelsen
Associate Director of Development, 
  Institutional Giving | Jill Underwood
Associate Director of Development,  
  Individual Giving | Vera Jane Lee
Senior Manager, Stewardship and Events |  
  Suzy Q. Piper 
Corporate Engagement Manager | Ranosha Coffelt
Annual Fund Manager | Julie Erickson
Development Operations Coordinator |  
  Katlyn Moser

Development

Children’s Theatre Company is proud 
to be affiliated with the following 

organizations: 

American Association of Theatre in Education 
 

ASSITEJ/TYA USA
 

IPAY (International Performing Arts for Youth)

Meet Minneapolis

Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Citizens for the Arts

Minnesota Theater Alliance
 

Theatre Communications Group 

CTC Costume and Wardrobe Staff, Front of 
House Staff, Ticketing Staff, Stagehands and 

Craftspeople are represented by IATSE Local 13

CTC engages members of Actors’ Equity Association 
(AEA) under a special agreement with AEA

CTC engages members of the  
Stage Directors and Choreographers Society (SDC),  

a national theatrical labor union

CTC engages designers represented by  
United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829

CTC engages musicians represented by  
Twin Cities Musicans Union,  

Local 30-73, AF
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Director of Marketing and Communications |  
  Chad Peterson
Associate Director of Communications |  
  Jonathan White
Associate Director of Marketing | Julia Nicholas 
Content, Design, and Digital Manager |  
  Kaitlin Randolph
Digital Marketing Coordinator | Amanda Maurer 
Design and Digital Assistant | Ryan Brook

Ticketing Services
Tessitura Systems Administrator | Erin Korthals
Ticket Office Manager | Joshua Vosberg
Ticket Office Supervisors | Andrew Gaffney, 
  Theo Kidd, Charles Markell Evans-Anderson
Ticketing Associates | Kate Bonnett, Lukas 
  Brasherfons, Mia Lawrence, Lior Perlmuter, Johnna 
  Pietz, Esteban Rodriguez, Theresa Venth

Patron Services
Senior Audience Experience Manager |  
  Daniel Stock 
Front of House Manager | Lindsay Higgins  

Marketing & Communications

Front of House Performance Supervisors |
Gwendolyn Glessner, Rebekkah Schultz, Genia 
Voitsekhovskaya

Front of House Associates | Ben Anderson, 
Lynn Annis, Tim Baka, Sarah Dyar, Alex Faust, Julie 
Flannery, Suzanna Greiveldinger, Maz Her, Ashlyn 
Higbee, Basil Matthes, Emery McElin, Al Pratt, 
Ella Rios, Xander Salazar, Donovan Stroebl, Frank 
Thorpe, Ashley Wims  

Concessions Leads | Linnea Dahlquist, 
  Asher de Forest, Carter Jensen



Music and Lyrics by Kristen Anderson-Lopez & 
Robert Lopez 
Book by Jennifer Lee 
Originally directed on Broadway by Michael 
Grandage 
Based on the Disney film written by Jennifer Lee 
and directed by Chris Buck & Jennifer Lee 
Originally produced on Broadway by Disney 
Theatrical Productions 
Directed by Tiffany Nichole Greene 

April 15-June 15, 2025 
Best for all ages! | UnitedHealth Group Stage

The magic of the Disney favorite brought to 
life in a CTC original production! 

childrenstheatre.org/frozen

©
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